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- WASHINGTON PLAYGOERS
AWAKEN FROM APATHY

Lively Attractions of Last Week Scored Wash-
ington Trinumph, and Are Now Replaced

: By Wide Range of Themes.

By JULIA CHANDLER MANE,

The pulse of the local manager grows
tronger. He is even evincing s small in-
terest In life. All due to & more Nvely

Interest In the theater on the part of the
Washington playgoer since the beginning

of the new year.

With the exception of the Belasco,
which was tenanted by Miss Julin Dean.
In “Her Own Maopey,” local playhouses
last week. That. the
Mark Swan comedy was alimly attended
Is no cause for wonder, for Its too per-
sistently recurring domestic wrangling
from curtain to ecortain would whet the
nerves of any nudience to a fine edge
Besldes, one does not pay out real money
to sit through three hours of continuous
display of ill temper in a theater if one
],_
Ing around lpose and no charges are made
for their annexation. Se why go to see
three stupid couples squabble through an
evening? At least that is how Washing-

did big business

craves such excitement. Quarrels

ton seemed to feel about it

But Mark Swan's Intended sermon as
preached In “Her Own Money,"” was for-
in more pleasant themes “The
which brought
back to the producing feld Thomas W.
Ryley, of “Florodora” fame, packed the
Columbia all iast week, fulfilling the first
ita decisive
“punch,” Its lilting melodies, remarkable
chorus, capable principals, sartorial won-
flers, and elaborate setting would win for

gotten
Queen of the Movies,™

nighter's prediction that

the plece a speedy popularity.

The combination of Christie MacDonald
and Victor Herbert music also justified
the enthusiastic' reception accorded
“Sweethearts™ at the New National last
week, for a daintier operettas was never
neard in this city, and there i= no doubt
that lttie Miss MacDonald's art has
achieved expansion since her “Spring
Maild™ performance.

Even the popular priced theaters felt
the pre-holiday shadow of apathy lift
from their houmes last week, the report
coming from Poll's that “In the Bishop's
Carriage.,” a piay seen twice before in
this city. attracted exactly .37 peopls
during the week, & figure representing al-
most & per cent of Washington's popula-
tiom's population.

History should assuredly repeat itself
this week., for the promised attractions
are of exceptional charm and Interest.

Willis . Sweatnam comes to us for the
first time a= a star tomorrow night, and
In & drama which should give him ample
oppartunities for his Inimitable gift of
darky characterization.

Harrison Dickspn, who wrots the “0Old
Rellable"” stories for the Saturday Even-
ing Port, has named his new play for
the fascinating Uncle Zack, whose per-
ropality dominates the production which
will be offersd by Henry W. Bavage at
the Columbia Theater this week. Not
only has Mr. Dickson won fame through
his “0ld Rellable” stories, but through
many - scholarly articles In the North
American Review, and other periodicals,
or: the megro race and its tendencies

When it came to getling his delinea-
tions of the character of the Misslesippl
darky in line for his play Mr. Dickson
met & competitor in his field of special
knowledge, that competitor being Mr.
Sweatnam., whaose faithfulness to
happy-go-lucky qualities of the batler

clnes darkey have been the marvel of the |

theater-going public for me years. Mr. |

Hweatnam helped mat ¥ in winning !

fame for “The County Chalrman™ and |

the success of “Excuse Me"” was dus en- |
tirely to his remarkable portrayal of the |
negro porter.

The production of “Old Rellable” has
been made under the personal supervi-
sion of Mr. Savage, Mr. Dickson, and Mr.
Bweatnam. It comes to the Capital after
a week's run In smaller towns, wherse It
has been recelved with great enthusissm.

Mr. Savage has surrounded his new star
with an excellent cast, both for the in-
terpretation of the romance of the white
folk and for the background of darky lfe
in the South, against which this romance
i set, the ocompany Including Mrs
Charles G. Craig, Miss Sydney Shields,
Ben Graham, Frank M. Thomas, Danlel
Roby, and Worthington Romaine in the
principal roles.

Exceptional interest will center on the
Helaseo Theater this wesk, where Miss
Dorothy Donnelly comes as the star of
“Maria Rosa.” a three-act drama of pure
passion, by Angel Guimera., one of the
foremost literary men of Bpain. In his
beloved Catalonia, the provines in which
he has lived since he Was seven years old,
Guimera is the idol of the people.

While he is & poet primarily, and also
a strong editorinl writer, in recent years
he has devoted his attention to the stage
and the drama more than to either. He
has written many plays, mostly tragedies,
of which only two have been adapted,
first from the Catalan into Spanish, and
from the latter into English.

The first of these war “Marta of the
Lowiands,” In which Mme. Bertha Kal-
ich appeared some saasons ago. The sec-
ond Is “"Maria Rosa.,” which has to its
credit & European sensation, but which
did not have an American presentation
until last February, when amatsurs pro-
duced it at the Toy Theater in Boston,
where It had several performances.
How “Maria Rosa™ was adapted for the
English-speaking =iage is an interesting
stary. Mr. Gillpatrick, who Is the author

of the book, “The Man Who Likes Mex-
ico,” met in Mexico City, during his ram-
bies there, one of the priests of the ca-
thedral. This was in 195. Conversation
turned to the theater, and the priest men-
tloned “Marin Rosa,” which wasz then
enthmlling Barcelons. The priest, who
had seen the play, gave so thrilling a de-
scription of it that Mr. Gillpatrick made
a note of It. Within a month after meet-
ing the Mexican priest the author sailed
from New York for Barcelona, carryving
letters of introductien to Guimera, who
was then on the crest of his popularity.

Mr. Gillpatrick’s first night in Barce-
lona was spent In walking up and down
the city's promenade discussing “Maria
Rosa™ with its author, who explained to
him that the story was a true tragedy of
the mountains, presented in the play just
as he had gotten #t a short while before
from one of his guides,

When “Maria Rosa™ was first finished
it was preduced In Barcelona with tre-
mendous success, and afterward shown
in Madrid, where a company of Catalo-

f

the |

presser, Andres. She loves and s be-
loved. The foreman of the great road
whieh
through the mountains
The knife which was used to kill him
is found under the bed of Maria Rosa
and Andres, whom she knows to be
innocent of the crime.
prison, where ha dies.

physically attractive young man., one
of Andres’ fellow-laborers on the road.
and his friend,-makes viclent lovse to
Maria Rosa, who is atiracted to him
and yet whose Innermost soul warns
her agminst the captivating suitor,

midnight, compromises her, and wins
her consent to marriage. Then ensues
a terrific struggle in®the soul of the
young woman, loyalty to the dead com-
bating passion for the lving.

wedding supper his drunken boasts
arouse her suspielons.
guests home, the new wife plies her
husband with wine and fires him with
caresves. She avers
were alive, rather than

Andres, she would kill him., Then she
asks Rameon if he would do as much
for her.

has mnd boasts of having killed the
foreman, for whoss death Andres has
died
nouement.

Telligen, Maude Odell, Geoffery C.
Steln, George Graham, Enrico Fernan-
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juvenlle charm of Elsie Janis, and the
eccentricities of Montgomery and Stone
molded Into & unit In “The Lady of the
Sitpper.”™

Although the authors, Anne Caldwell
and Lawrance McCarty have continued In
their insistence that the attraction Is a
musical fantasy since the night of its
premiere in Philadeiphia at the Chestnut
Street Opera Houss, October 7, 1912, oth-
ers, whose opinlons are due our equal re-
spect, declare that Charles Dillingham's

it also a wonderful spectacie of pano-
ramic pictures.

The story of “The Lady of the Slipper”
s that of the tale of “Cinderciia’ so dear
to our childhood, set to the typically de-
lightful Herbert musle, giving to Mise
Janis in the title role ample opportuni-
ties for the display of her youthful beau-
ty. her terpsichorean art, and her gift of
song, to which the comicalities of Mr.
Stone and Mr. Montgomery add assur-
ance of an entirely enjoyable thres hours'
entertainment every night this weak,
Mises Janis cannot remember the time |
when she did not dance. She was aw-i
nmally at it when a child, and when she |
became the youthful entertainer of a |
Bunday school celebration in her native |

the congregation by dancing blithsomely
in the church parlors. Later she danced
in Washington for Mre. McKinley, and, |
during the Incumbency of the White |
House of the martyred President and his |
family, Miss Janis gave an entertainment |
before a distinguished coterie at the Rus-
sian Embassy., winning so great sucoess
in her imitations of famous folk and her
terpsichorean art that the affair led to a
professt 1 2

With a natural love for her art the Ht-
| tle comedienne improved rapidiy the |
Years in which theatergoers saw Rer as
“The Hoyden," “The Fain Co-Ed" and!
“The Slim Princess,” amd now, when
#he returns to us with two other favor-
ites (Montgomery and Stone), she brings
with her the advance reputation of hav-
ing elaborated more beautiful variations
of the tango, the one-step, the new Hra-
zilian Maxico, and other modern socioty
dances than any other priestess at the
shrine of Terpsichore.

The We;'s Amusements.

Belasco—'Maria Rown."

When Dorothy Donnelly comes to the
Belasco tomorrow eveslng to play
“Maria Rosa,” local playgoers will have
their first opportunity of seeing the
Angel Guimera drama, which has been
the big success of continental Europe
and the Latin Americas.

Miss Donnelly's manager, F. C. Whit-

|
|
|

& worthy wvehicle for her undisputed
talents. When he seciured the Ameri-
can rights of “Maria Raga” he cabled
Miss Donnelly, who was in France, to
return to this country to produce it

The story, briefly, is this: Marla
Rosa Is the young wife of a ETaps

the

peasanis are

bullding
murdered.

He Is taken to

Ramon, & magnetic, alluring, and

He succeeds In entering her hut at
L &

Maria Rosa weds Ramon, and at the

Sending the

T

¥
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skillful handling of the production makes |

1

town of Columbus, Ohio, she shocked |
some of the straight-laced members of |

afalr,

bounds allotted
he talked the matter over with Mr. Bav-
age and the decision was to let the char-
scter go ahead and take the center of the
stage just as often as he could do It
The result was that “Old Reliable' just
ran away with all the sltuations, so there
was nothing else for It but to name the
play after him and to secure as his stage
interpreter Willls P. Sweatnam, long ac-
knowledged as the best of all actors in
the performance of negro roles

and a production worthy of the Savage
name.

National—""The Lady of the Slipper.”™

Lady of th- Slipper,” comes to the New
National Theater this week with Mont-
gomery and Btone and Elsie Janis in the
leading roles.

ran an entirs season at the Globe Theater,
New York, an’
cast and production.
Montgomery and Stone have been seen
at the head of their own company and
Misgs Janis nas appeareu as a star at the
head of her separate organization.
combining the three stars and their com-

e —————

|

“Tie LAoy or THE Stirrer ”

without Uncle Zack taking a hand in the

|
Mr. Dickson didn’t Intend to make “Old |

Rellable” & very important character in
the play, but as the play grew the char-
acter grew with it. The play was written |

ney, had been on the lookout for a|at the request of Henry W, Savage, and |
piay which would suit his star and be | When Mr. Dickson found that a sub-
sidinry character was outgrowing the

to subsldiary characters

“ A MESSAGE TROM
Mars™

GARDEN

The play is said to have a capable cast

Charles Dillingham’s production, ““The

Mr. Dillingham has made long and care.
ul preparation for this offering, which

there will be a notable
In past seasons

In

Mr. DUl suggests most at-

that if Andres
be mseparated
rom Ramon. much as shd had loved

Ramon falls Into the trap, says he

in prison. Then comes the de-

In Miss Donnelly’s support are Lou

ex, John Arthur, and Charles Ashley.

* — r.l-u-—_--oar "»
CALENDAR OF THE WEEK. || With Wilis P. Sweatnam as the star,
Hmwgl&nwmlmm
Belasco—*Marla Rosn.” abls” st umbia Theater this week.
Columbla—~01d Rellable.™ - 'but Zack, ullas
Nt . 50 i Unecle fll:'l. b{ﬂm
enai—"The Lady called “0Oid Relfable.” has had 2 piay
Slipper. named after him. It is & play about “the
Foli's “The Datwe of & Tomor- white folks’ doings,” with the plot hing-
row."” ing on the love affalr of Murry Duncan,
B. | F. Kelth's—High Clang & young Mississippl planter, with Betty
VYandeville. Epottiswoode, niece of Col. Beverly Spot-

Acsdemy—Thomas E. Shes,

Gayety—*The Land of I Harris Dickson. who introduced “0Ol4

aible.” Post, wrote the
Conmos—V swdesille. m.amumuhmm!&’
Caslno—\V smdeville, Reliablel™ You see, Col. Baverly Spottia-
Garden—Feature Filma. woode Iz Uncle Zack's own particular

L 4

“white folks,' and nothing Im-
rtant aa mﬁum

a

g 2 fiagtie

tractive potentialities of entertalnmeant
along lines which he pleturesquely sug-
gests under the term “Musical Fantasy.”
Most of _he favorile Brtists

o

he may “end It all" among people who
will not recognize him.
sgualld section, however, he meets Glad,
& daughter of the tenements who, not-

withs

anything but the bright side of life. Un-
der her Influence the would-be sulcide

regains an In

“The Dawn

addition to the character of Glad, two
or three big roles. One of these, Dandy,
the young thisf who Is Glad's sweet-
heart, will be played this week by Rich-
ard Buhler.
originally by H. B. Warner.
blg role,

D,

B. ¥, Kelth's—High-ciass Vaude-

“Nevtuna's

chanted Pool” will be the chief attrac-
m at B. F. Kelth's Theater thls week.

§
5

that of Bir Oliver Holt, the
nobleman who planned to commit sulcide
ir the slums, will be interpreted by Will-
lam D. Corbett. This
originally intrusted to

In London’s most
hec poverty, refuses to see
tlerest la life and, as & re-

and physical

of a Tomorrow™ offers, in

The character was created
The third

character was
Fuller Mellish.

ville,

Garden” and "The En-

/
N
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Castino—Vandeviile.

Oliver's little American minstrel troupe
of talented juveniles in a melange of up-
to-date minstrelsy, songw, stories, and
dances, will be the special attraction at
the Casino this week A feature for tha
enjoyment of the children will be Lewis
dramatic dogs and monkeys in histrionie
efforts and vaudeville specialties of the
antmal kind. Willie Smith will have an
offering of character comedy and songs,
and Ravie Troy, the eccentric comedian,
asuisted by Anne Stone, a soubretts, will
furnish a novelty with speclal scenary.
Added attractions inulude the surprise
party tomorrow night; the country stors
Tuesday aml Wednesday nights &t § and
10 o'clock, the prize dancing vontesty
Thursday night, and the amateurs Fri-
day night. Special concerts today will be
given from . to 10:3 p. m., with a list of
enjoyable specialties.

Garden—Feature Filma.

B:15 p. m., there will be the usual con-
certs, The attractions will comprise
Victor Moore and Emma Littlefield, Ida
Prooks Hunt and company, Kathleen
Cliftord, Henrr Lewis, Libonatl, Sam
Barton, Alf Grant and Ethel Hoag.

Academy—Thomas E, Shea.

Thomas E. Shea will be this week’'s at-
traction at the Academy, presenting dur-
ing the week, “The Whiripool," *“The
Bella,” and “Dr, Jekyll and Mr. Hyde*
His opening play tomorrow night will be
& four-sct drama of detective and police
life, “The WhiripooL.” The plot s writ-
ten around the mysterious theft of vari-
ous costly diamends. The leading char-

Mlﬂm‘.llll.

company
club Juggling, hoop rolling.
specialt

Jenks, Crook;"

Harry

repertoire, will eompiete the bill
Pathe motion

Acter I8 Judge Dudley Rutherford
(Thomas E. , & highly respected
arbiter of the ecriminal court, who Is
obsessed with a mania for stealing dia-
monds, and leads a dual life, posing at
times as Jim Robinson, a race track man.
In the role of Jim Robinson he has won
mmotlnwnri. by the name of
Bessls Wilson, whom he presents with a
Stolen sunburst. Detectives baving fol-

ously placed a dictagraph there, are con-
vinced of her emtire Innocence, but learn
‘thrunh nrnl. :fmnﬁ-im. on, which he makes to

sullt. He s arrested, but
galns the mistery of the situation, leav-
ing hia would-be eaptors humiliated and
chagrined. *“The Whiripool” will again
be offered at the Tuesday, Thursday, and
Baturday matinees. “Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde™ will be the bill on Tuesday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday nights. On Wednes-
day and Friday nights Mr She.;;&l
offer “The Bella” A H. Woods
ductions Company has engaged s capable
of players to support Mr. Shea,
and has also supplied complete scenic
production for each piay.

Cosmon——Vaudeville.
A genuine novelty in popular vaudeville

the Four

is promised at the Cosmos this week in
Vienness, Austrian speclalty
in an acrobatic tarce comedy ia

lowed Robinson to her rooms, and previ-|land

tions.

Features ¢* the orchestral program for
the comcerts today from 3 to 10:30 p. m
include Massenet's ““Fots Boheme," over-
ture, from “Beenes Pittoresque;” Becker's
escriptive “Dance of the Goblins:” Von
" selections

Vv

the Nile;™
‘alpe Poudree;” Cxiulka's Idyll, “Wood-
;" Sllesu's melodie, “Un

Whispers
Feu d'Amour,”and others.

Gayety—*The Land of Impossible.”

*“The Land of Impossible,” written,
starred and produced by Dave Marion,
will be the attrmction at the Gayety this
week, “Snufty.” the cabman, Is the role
retained by the camedian.

The two-act buriesque, which forms the
plece, allows for the interpolation of
fourteen musical
Dew airs by Marion., and several song
hits of the da#. Act 1 la In four scenes
Iald In New York Clity, the first showing
Broadway above Forty-second street, and
the other (hree being scenes aboard ship.
Act 2 Is In one scene, and Introduces
Agnes Peehler, prima donna, and a

in the baillet of roses intro-

duced by Mme. Emite Bartholettl, Mark
and JWilliam Lawrence, to-

gether with Phil White, assist the star,
and wre included in the list of principals,

It is the first appearance of
this troupe in Washington. Marceau and
will present another noveity In

and other
tes. Willlam B. Glll and com-

pany wiil give the Jramatle offering, o
modern detective pLimylot entitled “Bill
and Btewart, an
eccentric man and girl, in an exhibition
of nonsense and dancing; Ned (Cork)
Norton, in a blackface minstrel melange;
Trusx, barytone, and Georgianna
Campbell, prima donna, Iate of the Aborn
Opera Company, in a high-cinss musical |
The
of Iate events of
interest and & select serles of comedy
h lays will be supplemental attrac-

Popy's

numbers comprising

The chief altraction at Moore's Garden
Theater on Monday. Tuesday, and Wed-
nesday will Charies Hawtrey, the
English actor-manager, in a screen pro-
duetion of “A Message from Mars" For
years Mr. Hawtrey has been the recog-
nlzed leader In the fleld of light comedy
In England and later duplicated his sue-
cess in this country where he has becoma
immensely popular. Famillar to most
play-goers, “The Message from Mars™
unfolds a most interesting and fantastical
story, showing how & seifish, purse-proud
young mnobleman, through a dream fIs
brought face.to face with the sufferings
and sorrows of his fellow men by &
Martian messenger,

Thursday and Friday will mark the
first and only hereabouts of
“The Ghost Club,” in six reels. featuring
Maric Bonnard, known the world over
for his realistic impersonation of

in the film featurs of that title. Di-
rected by Signor Caserinl, Italy's most
famous producer, it strikes a new mnots
in the field of Alme. “The Traducer,” di-
rect from Hammerstein's, will be foa-
tured on Saturday. The Garden Sym-
phony Orchestra will render musical ace
companiments

The principul sttfaction today will be
the exclusive showing of a new feature
film In four parts, entitled, “Tolls of
Villany."”

c - l II l.
“Joseph ani His Brethren.”
Arrangements have just

bo

of
s, will be shown
National Theater, pext
L, [ts avectacular features aside, “Joseph
and His Brethren” has an unusual ime
portance as a drama Hall Caine
declared that the story of Joseph
the most dramatic story to be found
either in or out of the Old Testament,

CONTINURD ON PAGH NINE j




